pore must be respectably arranged, I could never stay
a whole night with him. I must be out of the house
an^i in my own by dawn. The man he shared with, a
plump, pipe-smoking civil servant, had his love-affair
too. For years he had been attached to an English
nurse who worked in an up-country Malay State* But
when she came down to see him, she must stay in the
bungalow of a neighbouring widow, Only through
the connivance of her chaperone could she stay on* far
into the morning, with her lover. Perhaps it was
necessary. Gcssip seemed to have a keener ^dge in the
Far East, and the community was small. Hardly any-
where you went could you escape the lifted hand of
recognition. In the end you came almost to ward it
off as if it were a blow.
I didn't stay for long at Seaview House. Mrs
Parsons wanted my room for a German boarder who
had been there before and I had to seek fresh quarters.
Within the bounds of my allowance I had little choice.
A fellow-lodger told me of an Austrian named Alois who
would not overcharge me. **You9Il find him a strange
man," she warned me. The house was none too clean
and the furniture might have been designed for an
Austrian home and shipped there by mistake. Heavy
mahogany tables and sideboards filled the dining-room;
voluminous red velvet curtains hung over the doors.
But when Alois offered me a room with board at eighty
dollars a month, I accepted at once.
Alois was a strange man to find as the proprietor
af a Malayan boarding-house. He looked much more
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